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Code of Conduct for
  Players and Parents

2011/2012 Soccer Season

The basic principles of Stateline Travel Soccer Club, Inc. is to ensure that sportsmanship, fair play, and mutual respect among players, coaches, officials, parents and spectators create an environment that promotes this objective. With this in mind, and since it is fundamental to the continuance of the activities sponsored by Stateline Travel Soccer Club, Inc. that the rights of the majority shall not be jeopardized by the actions of a few, this Code of Conduct has been adopted.

Any violation(s) to the Code of Conduct will result in disciplinary action. The disciplinary action may result in a player suspension from the team or dismissal from the team for the remainder of the sport season and/or a parent’s suspension from future competitions.

Dismissal from a team or suspension from future competitions will be made only after discussion and concurrence between the coach, and the Stateline Travel Soccer Club, Inc. Board of Directors. All dismissal actions will be conducted in accordance with due process procedures, which involve parents and players.
If a player or coach receives a RED CARD or a send off occurs for any Stateline Travel Soccer Club, Inc. spectators during a game, it is the responsibility of the head coach of the team to contact the Stateline Travel Soccer Club, Inc. President and Secretary within 48 hours of the send off.  The President will ensure this is brought to the next board meeting for awareness and discussing, if necessary. The definition of a game is from the time the player and/or spectators enter the field until the time they leave the field.

COACHES - Code of Conduct
The coach's role is one of teaching soccer skills and sportsmanship to the players. The coach is responsible for communicating practice and game times to the players and parents. The coach is also responsible for monitoring the behavior of the players and parents during practice and games. All coaches within the soccer program will promote good sportsmanship among players, foster team camaraderie, and help participants have fun while teaching players the technical skills of soccer. Unsportsmanlike conduct of coaches will not be tolerated by the program. Such unsportsmanlike conduct includes berating or making unkind comments to a player or referee which would reasonably be expected to cause substantial embarrassment to the player or referee. Other examples include the intentional abuse or attempt to abuse the player selection system or willful failure to follow program rules. By accepting a program assignment to coach a soccer team, each coach agrees to the above code of conduct, certifies that he/she has read these rules and will abide by them and acknowledges that coaching in the soccer program is a privilege and not a right.

In addition, each Coach will ensure that his/her conduct sets a good example for team members and spectators. To meet these responsibilities, the Coach is expected to:

· Know the official rules of soccer, and the rules of our league, and abide by them. 

· Instruct player and parents in the rules and motivate each player to compete according to the rules at all times. 

· Respect the game officials at all times. Refrain from questioning their decisions or challenging their authority. 

· Ensure that league rules and regulations are followed by all players and spectators. 

· Ensure that fans of his or her team exhibit sportsmanship and maturity at all times and assist league and game officials in maintaining control of spectators during games. 

· Respect the coaches and players of the opposing team before, during, and after the game. 

· Take appropriate steps to minimize scoring in runaway games. 

· Teach each player, especially through personal example, to be humble and generous in victory and proud and courteous in defeat. 

· Maintain control of his/her emotions and avoid actions, language, and/or gestures that may be interpreted as hostile and humiliating. 

· Teach and practice good sportsmanship and fair play by personally demonstrating commitment to these virtues. 

· Promote the concept that soccer is merely a game, and that players and coaches on other teams are opponents, not enemies. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT:  I have read, understand and hereby agree to abide by and support this Stateline Travel Soccer Club, Inc. Coach’s Code of Conduct.

Coach’s name: _______________________________________________________________

Coach’s signature: ___________________________________________
 Date: _________________
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